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From March 30th, 1982 CBS NEWS coverage of the Landing of STS-3, The 3rd Space Shuttle Landing. This 
was the only Space Shuttle mission to landing in New Mexico, as where all the other missions landed at the 
Kennedy Space Center in Florida or Edwards Air-Force Base in California 


.STS-3 CREW: 
Commander: Jack R. Lousma 
Pilot: C. Gordon Fullerton 


e Landing at 11:04:46 A.M E.T 
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the space shuttle is back uh in the earth's atmosphere and headed for the coast of california flying like an 
airplane right leo that's right not many airplanes 440 miles are you concerned the loss of tiles leo would 
affect it aerodynamically well it may affect the aerodynamic characteristics slightly but uh we'll have to wait 
and see lots of tiles can change the flow over the vehicle and maybe passing through 162 000 feet maybe 
cause some buffett characteristics change slightly terry drinkwater and leo krupp dan rather in new york and 
as the space shuttle begins to make its way over back once again over the continental united states and 
head for landing at white sands new mexico our cbs news coverage of the landing of the space shuttle 
columbia its third mission in space nearly completed will continue after these messages [Music] just a little 
over 10 minutes before the scheduled landing of the space shuttle columbia at white sands new mexico 
everything at the moment looking very good indeed should the wind again have endangered a landing at 
white sands the shuttle would have made one more orbit for a landing at the backup site perhaps we should 
say the backup backup site since the original and preferred site was in california they moved the preferred 
site to white sands to mexico because of weather in california and the the backup backup site would have 
been the paved strip at the kennedy space center in florida and martin dean can tell us about that well dan 
we thought there was going to be a party here but i guess there won't be i imagine there will be a landing 
party here at the kennedy space center in florida but the guests of honor won't be present no round trip this 
time with me as astronaut paul white's paul the kennedy space center was very ready 
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the kennedy space center was very ready for the possibility that the astronauts would indeed bring the 
shuttle back to where they started oh sure they were mort because as we were speaking earlier they have to 
be prepared on launch day to accept the orbiter if it has to return to the landing site for any problem the 
preference of course was white sands the runway here is about 17 000 feet long and 300 feet wide one of 
the biggest runways in the world probably twice as large as most commercial runways at least to many 
commercial runways but other white sands they've got a lot more territory that's right more than taking the 
conservative approach to flight testing these vehicles this vehicle that we are we like to have that pad in case 
anything goes wrong which we don't foresee but just in case anything does the runway here at the kennedy 
space center was constructed especially for shuttle landings now it will have to wait to greet its first shuttle till 
later this year probably when paul in november right now we're planning on landing sts-5 back here at the 
cape in november morning and uh out on the runway here was a large contingent of people expectant 


hoping that the shuttle would arrive here but uh this uh disappointment is tempered with feelings of elation 
that at least the shuttle has safely returned to the earth's atmosphere thank you paul and let's throw it now 
back to terry drinkwater in new mexico terry right now here at white sands we've just had the word that the 
shuttle is at 112 000 feet and over new mexico having just passed from arizona at mach 5 soon leo the sonic 
boom at mach 1 right well they're going to make making a right-hand turn into runway 1-7 so they're going to 
be quite a ways to the north north of us and i'm not sure whether we'll hear much of a boom here at our 
location at mach 4.3 range 100 chase planes which of course will be the first to see the shuttle our camera is 
not long after that long 


00:04:00 (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y 6hgaeq9Y4Y &t=240s 





long after that long seven and a half minutes until touchdown leo they should be coming up on truth or 
consequences pretty soon well there's a town not a quiz show there's truth in new mexico today didn't look 
like it yesterday but we're going to make it [Music] copy that there are thousands of spectators here not as 
many as yesterday some didn't brave uh the weather here but those who were here are going to get a good 
view this is the scene from the chase planes you remember from previous landings that at one point we'll get 
a good picture of the shuttle if all goes well from the chase plane itself these are early pictures from the 
chase plane from high above the area of the landing strip white sands new mexico right now the vehicle's in 
the terminal area energy management guidance you'll be taking a heading right for that heading alignment 
circle and make about a 90 degree right turn in the lineup with the runway we hope our long-range camera 
here can pick him up we picked the uh the sta the shuttle training airplane up earlier this morning making the 
same approach so we hope we can pick him up shortly all eyes skyward here now leo there it is there it is 
the first picture of columbia that's probably the wismer long range cameras on him from the white sands 
mitchell how fast is he going there leo now well he's going uh probably about mach 2 right now twice the 
speed of sound 
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looking every bit like an airplane leo crop as we watch that always thrilling sight of the shuttle returning home 
has there been any indication that there were any further difficulties with the tiles during the re-entry uh not to 
date dan there will probably be a thorough re inspection of the vehicle when it gets down that'll be the first 
time we really know what the tile loss was and i'm sure that this loss of tile will have an impact on the 
turnaround because there will have to be some repair and replacement of tile and also some look at our 
turnaround procedures for inspection of the tiles well leo isn't it fair to say that the tiles long range simply 
aren't going to work and some other system will have to be have to be adopted well i can't say that dan we 
improved him the last time by densifying them and i think probably we'll have to do is densify some additional 
tiles but that's for the towel experts to say not me there he is okay we got inside we got him on our camera 
white sands on the ground these pictures of the space shuttle columbia returning are live from northrop strip 
white sands missile range new mexico the target hold them with our naked eye dan and i think our camera's 
on them now just a speck below the cloud there next event to look for those of you at home will be the 
lowering of the landing gear which should uh happen about 37 seconds before touchdown brian once the 
shuttle gets down into the into the heading alignment circle we 





the into the heading alignment circle we hope the chase planes will rendezvous and then we should have 
some real close-up tv shots from the chase plane yesterday the skies were white with blowing sand that's a 
beautiful picture of the shuttle now on the tv screen he's heading for that alignment circle to make a big 
sweeping 90 degree right turn to line up with the runway and you may be able to hear a sonic boom as that 
happens he'll be about 14 miles north of us and i'm with this wind condition i doubt if we'll hear it but we may 
if the wind slacks up a little bit okay 30 000 he's just about tangent to the hack now so he's starting his right 
turn around airspeed 285 respecting the hack now passing 26th house looks good the reason they're doing a 
right turn in dan because of the high winds aloft two and a half minutes to touch down a left turn would have 


required a 270 degree turn which would have been very difficult to perform turning right now into runway one 
seven at twenty thousand feet airspeed 295. leo is the computer doing this uh the computer is flying the 
airplane right now he's on automatic but as soon as he gets up near the heading alignment circle right now 
he's he's making his right turn so he's flying it manually bob houston wins one nine zero two booms or one 
really long one leon out of fifteen thousand feet now jack lousma is flying this manually as soon as he gets 
around and lined up with the runway he'll go back to otto okay he's going auto right now and the auto land is 
now flying the airplane this one of the critical tests of this shuttle flight now jack will let the auto land fly this 
down to 100 feet above the ground when 
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down to 100 feet above the ground when he'll take over and make the manual landing out of 10 000 feet at 
288 okay now the speed brakes you can see them split on the on the rudder there the brakes are open when 
you see those brakes come in you'll know he's passing through twenty five hundred flaps and trails roger 
there's a chase plane joined up on him five thousand feet airspeed 280. we have a beautiful sighting here 
this whole approach range about three miles okay the brakes are in now he'll start as pre-flare and come 
onto the shallow glide slope which is about a one and a half degree glide slope to the end of the runway and 
as it speaks roger when the speed decays through 270 knots you'll see the gear come down and it should 
snap down in about two or three seconds air speed looking beautiful watch this there goes here comes the 
gear gear down [Music] oh the nose came up again for some reason rather we got a little perturbation there 
in the nose uh oscillation he was letting the nose down for some reason incredibly beautiful he made he 
handled that beautifully cheers here from the thousands assembled here watch what really is a historic day 
the mission elapsed time of touchdown is unofficially eight days zero hours four minutes 49 seconds 
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there was so so little dust and sand that came up there i i was astounded leo well that was a beautiful 
landing it looked like he may have landed slightly long because he had a lot of energy but the one thing i 
noticed on touchdown as he started to let the nose over to derotate the nose for some reason or other the 
nose balloon back up in the air again like maybe a gus caught him but he recovered beautifully from that and 
got the nose back down on the deck again in good shape and now rolling towards a stop magnificent view 
from here the cameras that press much closer than we ever were before at white sands dan when you were 
out there okay columbia welcome home that was a beautiful job well this certainly proves that the shuttle has 
some uh adaptability to change in plans because we've had plenty of them on this planet we certainly have 
and now delayed the scheduled landing yesterday this time coming back home at white sands new mexico i 
wouldn't say the landing was picture perfect because there are a couple of questions about it but any landing 
in which the astronauts walk safely away from is nearly picture perfect let's have another look at the landing 
and talk about what was different this time than the last time 292. still in auto the shuttle is as i say a few 
seconds ahead of time and the landing gear comes down just in the nick of time now watch the nose as leo 
krupp pointed out earlier come back up after it touches down which did not happen on the two previous 
landings three three 
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touchdowns [Applause] the the mission elapsed time of touchdown unofficially eight days zero hours four 
minutes 49 seconds this on videotape a replay of the space shuttle columbia's third mission return to earth a 
little bit different from the previous two landings in the landing gear came down breathtakingly close to the 
time of the landing itself and uh the nose bucked back up for what reason we don't know leo krupp 
suggested in my guess with his experience as a test pilot he was right but the nose bucked back up because 
it uh ran into some little gust of wind now as you remember from previous landings it will be roughly a half 
hour before the crew emerges from the spacecraft they have work to do inside shutting down all the systems 
there's some safety precautions that have to be taken on the outside and so it'll be uh oh maybe 25 minutes 
from now roughly a half hour after that marvelous touchdown before we see the crew emerge now with the 


space shuttle columbia safely back home after mission number three the question is what was accomplished 
by all of this did the mission accomplish its objectives what were the objections objectives morton dean is at 
the kennedy space center in florida mort and i guess there were some objectives accomplished and there 
were some objections with me as paul white i 
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some objections with me as paul white i suppose we can talk about the test the thermal test of the columbia 
it was uh aimed toward the sun and away from the sun paul for long periods of time and i assume they were 
pleased by the results i suspect we don't really know the results yet mort but we certainly are pretty pleased 
with the opportunity to collect the data which are very important from an engineering standpoint and the uh 
shuttle columbia flexed its robot arm and actually lifted a scientific experiment up out of the payload bay and 
that was an important test and that was indeed successful paul oh it was successful successful and 
exceedingly gratifying by the fact that we could in fact accomplish what we did without what we thought was 
a critical camera on the wrist of the arm but nasa has to be concerned with uh several things the loss of 
some tiles the loss of some communication and the loss of some cameras yes we're concerned but that's 
why we have a flight test program worked on this vehicle as we do on uh commercial airliners there will be 
one more test flight and that will take place as is now scheduled in june a seven-day flight sts-4 it's called 
maybe with a fourth of july landing and the fifth flight will be the first operational flight paul a very special 
mission yes that's when we really move into the operational era mort although we are not yet finished with 
the uh with our gathering of test data even when we fly sts-5 and subsequent flights and on sts-5 will be two 
satellites and it will land back here for the first time at the kennedy space center and sts-6 will produce a new 
ship in a new year and it will be flown by my colleague here paul white stan thank you very much martin and 
astronaut paul white's uh in florida let's go back to white sands new mexico and uh have a look terry 
drinkwater well here while you've been visiting uh the procedures at the shuttle are exactly normal the word 
from inside the craft is uh everything is perfect the man out there and the protective suits are checking for 
toxic gases and 
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gases and or anything else that uh that might be untoward they've found nothing it's all quite routine now and 
i guess you can call it a routine this is after all the third time the shuttle has come back liam well i don't i think 
probably the big concern now is getting this bird out of here because the wind is kicking up again and we're 
picking up dust on the desert on the lake bed here and we'd like to get this vehicle out of this hostile 
environment as quickly as we could before it gets completely contaminated from this gypsum dust of course 
that can't be for a while because the 747 isn't here and there will be several days exactly how many is not 
clear of servicing and processing of it here before it can be flown back to the cape i guess they'll have to 
cover it very tightly to try to keep this fine stuff from getting in its innards if it's possible i don't know whether 
it's possible to keep it clean out here cherry drink water and excuse me terry and leo krupp if i may jerry leo 
briefly what would you say was the biggest difficulty that developed on the flight in so far as we now know it 
well i think our major problems uh dan were the loss of tiles and the landing conditions here at white sands 
pose some difficulty and i think another problem we're going to find out here in the next couple days is the 
effect of this hostile environment on the vehicle when it sets here before we can get it out off the lake bed 
and again briefly what would you say is the biggest accomplishment of this particular flight oh i think the the 
mission is extremely successful as as paul was mentioning we obtained almost all of our test objectives and 
we even got some extra ones when you consider one of the objectives was the payload handling and with 
the loss of the cameras we were able to do these tasks which we had never envisioned doing it shows the 
the capability to improvise in this program and i think the the vehicle probably got 99 percent of its test 
objectives completed satisfactorily thank you very 
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completed satisfactorily thank you very much terry drinkwater and leo krupp at the white sands new mexico 
landing site where the space shuttle columbia is back safely again and if it strikes you as it's getting to be 
routine that's the whole idea the idea of the space shuttle is to make space travel around the front edge of 
being felt it's routine we'll have full coverage of the return of the space shuttle columbia on this evening's cbs 
evening news until that time dan rather for the cbs space shuttle coverage team wishing you a good morning 


END 


